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not before I die : remove far from me vanity and lies : give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me : lest I be full, and deny Thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest^I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain V
I shall fill the remaining part of my paper with a very pretty allegory, which is wrought into a play 3 by Aristophanes the Greek comedian. ^ It seems originally designed as a satire upon the rich, though in some "parts of it 'tis, like the foregoing discourse, a kind of comparison between wealth and poverty.
Chremylus, who was an old and a good man, and withal exceeding poor, being desirous to leave some riches to his son, consults the oracle of Apollo upon the subject. The oracle bids him follow the first-man he should see upon his going out of the temple. The person he chanced to see was to appearance an old sordid blind man, but upon his following him from place to place, he at last found by his own confession that he was Plutus, the god of riches, and that he was just come out of the house of a miser. Plutus further told him, that when he was a boy he used to declare that as soon as he came to age he would distribute wealth to none but virtuous and just men; upon which Jupiter, considering the pernicious consequences of such a resolution, took his sight away from him, and left him to stroll about the world in the blind condition wherein Chremylus beheld him. With much ado Chremylus prevailed upon him to go to his house, where he met an old woman in a tattered raiment, who had been his guest for many years, and whose name was Poverty. The old woman refusing to turn out so easily as he would have her, he threatened to banish her not only from his own house, but out of all Greece, if she made any more words upon the matter. Poverty on this occasion pleads her cause very notably, and represents to her old landlord, that should she be driven out of the country, all their trades, arts,
1 Proverbs xxx, 7-9.                                2 Plutus.